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In just five years, the Center demonstrated 

the merits of combining two different health 
care systems. Through hard work and dedica-
tion, the FHCC staff has shown that one 
health care facility can annually provide excel-
lent care to over 90,000 military personnel, 
their families, military retirees and Veterans. I 
would like to personally congratulate Director 
Dr. Stephan Holt, and Deputy Director Navy 
Captain Bob Buckley. Their vision and enthu-
siasm facilitated the integration tremendously. 

I look forward to celebrating many more an-
niversaries of the Lovell Federal Health Care 
Center. Congratulations and thank you for 
your hard work. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TOM COLE 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 28, 2015 

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoidably 
detained and not present for Roll Call vote 
number 518. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘YEA’’ on final passage of H.R. 348, the 
Responsibly and Professionally Invigorating 
Development Act of 2015. On Roll Call num-
ber 514, (Gosar of Arizona Amendment No. 8 
to H.R. 348) I intended to vote ‘‘YEA.’’ 
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CELEBRATING THE 375TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF FARMINGTON, CON-
NECTICUT 

HON. ELIZABETH H. ESTY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 28, 2015 

Ms. ESTY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to cele-
brate the 375th anniversary of Farmington, 
Connecticut. 

During the month of August and September, 
seven historical organizations planned History 
Day to display, honor, and celebrate influential 
Farmington community leaders. This historic 
milestone recognizes Farmington’s deeply 
rooted history and significance as one of the 
first settlements in New England. 

Over the past 375 years, Farmington resi-
dents have enjoyed the fruits of the land, sce-
nic views along the Farmington River, and 
trails through the Farmington Valley greenway. 
Though closely neighboring the major metro-
politan hub of Hartford, the town of Farm-
ington has maintained its unique character 
through careful land use and historic preserva-
tion. 

On September 13, 2015, the town cele-
brated History Day, educating community 
members about the first Tunxis Indians who 
welcomed new settlers into the area. In 1640, 
the early settlers purchased the land that 
would become Farmington. During the mid- 
1700s, Farmington’s rich farmland and access 
to water made it an attractive destination for 
homesteaders. As trade opportunities evolved, 
a booming economy brought with it an era of 
technological innovation. Manufacturers lo-
cated their factories in the Unionville section of 
Farmington to take advantage of its easy ac-
cess to the Farmington Canal, which was later 
replaced by a railroad. 

Through its many periods of growth, Farm-
ington continues to embody the values instilled 

by its early inhabitants to promote its natural 
resources. From its wooden lands, to the ma-
jestic river and valley, Farmington offers its 
residents a getaway from the Hartford metro-
politan area, while remaining in a central loca-
tion in the state. I am honored to represent 
Farmington in Congress. 

Congratulations to Farmington on its 375th 
anniversary. 
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CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF 
NATIONAL RICE MONTH 

HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 28, 2015 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
join with America’s rice farmers in celebrating 
the month of September as National Rice 
Month. 

It has been 25 years since September was 
first declared National Rice Month. 

On this silver anniversary, I want to pay a 
special tribute to the hard working men and 
women who produce rice on their family 
farms. 

I would also like to recognize all of those 
who mill and market rice, all of the suppliers 
and buyers, and, of course, all of the con-
sumers who make rice an essential part of 
their diet. 

Rice farming in America actually predates 
our nation’s independence, beginning some 
300 years ago. 

Today, America’s rice industry creates 
125,000 good-paying jobs and contributes an 
estimated $34 billion to our nation’s economy, 
including an estimated direct impact of $169.8 
million in my home state of Texas. 

Nine million tons of rice are grown each 
year by family farmers on some 2.7 million 
acres of land, predominately in the states of 
Arkansas, California, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Missouri, and Texas. While these six states 
produce the lion’s share of rice in America, 
there is also rice production in other states, 
like Illinois and Tennessee, and the entire rice 
industry reaches every state in the nation, es-
pecially those states with cereal makers, brew-
eries, and other food-makers that use rice as 
a key ingredient. 

On top of this, about half of America’s rice 
crop is bound for export markets, helping to 
feed people around the globe while positively 
contributing to our nation’s balance of trade. 

Although the figures I just listed are as im-
pressive as they are important, the benefits of 
rice are not limited to jobs and the economy. 

Health-wise, rice is a source of more than 
15 vitamins and minerals and 100% gluten- 
free, with only 100 calories per serving. Brown 
rice is 100% whole grain and may reduce the 
risk of heart disease and certain cancers. 

What is more, studies suggest that those 
who eat rice have healthier diets than those 
who do not. 

On the conservation front, America’s rice 
farmers have a longstanding commitment to 
protect and preserve natural resources. 
Today, U.S. rice farmers produce more rice 
using less land, energy, and water than they 
did just 20 years ago. Our rice farms provide 
critical habitat for hundreds of species, particu-
larly migratory birds. 

America’s rice farmers continue to serve as 
leaders in the farming community by pro-

ducing a healthy, conservation-friendly food 
that, as a byproduct, generates jobs and eco-
nomic opportunity. 

It is fitting that we honor the hard working 
American farmers, millers, merchants, sup-
pliers and buyers, and the consumers who 
make rice not only such a wholesome and 
popular food but an important part of our 
economy. 

I ask that my colleagues join with me in 
celebrating September as National Rice 
Month. 
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IN MEMORY OF RICHARD 
RAINWATER 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 28, 2015 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, Richard Rainwater sadly passed away on 
Sunday, September 27, 2015, at his home in 
Fort Worth, Texas. The following obituary by 
Miguel Bustillo, Gregory Zuckerman and Rob 
Copeland was published in The Wall Street 
Journal on September 27, 2015. The citizens 
of South Carolina especially appreciate the 
Rainwater and Moore families for their phe-
nomenal generosity promoting business edu-
cation at the University of South Carolina. 

Long before Wall Street was littered with 
swaggering hedge-fund billionaires, Richard 
Rainwater earned a Texas-size reputation as 
an investor with an eye on the big score. 

He helped install Michael Eisner as Walt 
Disney Co. chief executive, steered George 
W. Bush to buy a stake in Major League 
Baseball’s Texas Rangers and helped mul-
tiply the Bass family fortune one-hundred- 
fold before building a billion-dollar one of his 
own. 

‘‘My brother said, ‘Don’t be mediocre at 
anything; be remarkable at something,’ ’’ 
Mr. Rainwater recalled in 2010 in a speech at 
Stanford University. 

Mr. Rainwater died on Sunday morning at 
his home in Fort Worth, Texas, according to 
the Rainwater Charitable Foundation and 
his family. He had been suffering from com-
plications of a rare brain disease. He was 71 
years old. 

Born to a middle-class family, Mr. Rain-
water parlayed a gift for mathematics and a 
gregarious personality into a more than $2 
billion fortune as a financial adviser and 
wheeler-dealer whose underlings went on to 
become chief executives, governors and 
hedge-fund tycoons. 

‘‘He was a laid back guy who liked to in-
vest but he was not a fan of fancy dinners or 
some of the other things that went with it,’’ 
his son, Todd, said on Sunday. ‘‘What he was 
best at is being a talent scout. He would find 
a troubled business, find the best person to 
run it, the Michael Jordan of that industry, 
and inevitably that person would turn the 
business around’’. 

A native of Fort Worth, Mr. Rainwater at-
tended the Stanford Graduate School of 
Business on scholarship, where he met Sid 
Bass, who hired him to serve as chief invest-
ment adviser for the Bass brothers, who were 
also from Fort Worth. 

He began working in 1970 for the Bass fam-
ily, which had inherited an oil fortune from 
Texas wildcatter Sid Williams Richardson, 
and helped them to dramatically increase 
their wealth over the next decade and a half 
through a dizzying succession of deals. 

Perhaps the most famous deal was the Bass 
family’s rescue of then-struggling Disney in 
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